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BARBARA A. BOYT SCHELL, PhD, OT, FAOTA 
 100 East Creek Bend 
 Athens, Georgia 30605 
 (706) 546-1249 
 
EDUCATION 

 
The University of Georgia 
1994 
Adult Education 
PhD.  
 

 
University of South Florida 
1977   
Business Management 
M.S. 

 

 
University of Florida  
1972   
Occupational Therapy 
B.S.   
 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
2005- Current  PROFESSOR & GRADUATE COORDINATOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
  
Coordination of graduate program including development & assignment thesis committees, 
graduate handbook, and coordination of graduate electives.  Full time teaching with release for 
coordination. 
 
2005- 2006 PROFESSOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
Full time teaching and scholarship 
 
2001-2005 PROFESSOR & DEPARTMENT CHAIR  
1995-2001          ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR & DEPARTMENT CHAIR 

Occupational Therapy 
Brenau University 
 

As founding chair, responsible for overall departmental administration, including coordinating 
curriculum; accreditation; faculty recruitment, selection and development; teaching, research, and 
service activities within the department and university.  Successfully guided initial curriculum 
development of combined BS/MS Program in Occupational Therapy and Post-Professional 
Graduate Program in Occupational Therapy.  Both Developing Program Plan and Self-Study for 
the BS/MS program were used by ACOTE as models for new program directors for several years. 
Successful 10 YEAR ACOTE reaccreditation with no areas of deficit.   
 
 
1994-1995 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

Division of Occupational Therapy 
School of Health Related Professions 
University of Alabama-Birmingham 

 
Teaching responsibilities include coursework to both graduate and undergraduate occupational 
therapy students, and other students from the school.  Research activities include pursuit of 
personal research agenda, facilitation of increased research activity within the division, and 
supervision of student research.  Service efforts have been primarily directed to curriculum 
development and revision, and professional activities at state and national level (see activities 
listed). Part time appointment (.6 FTE).   
   
 
1990-present OWNER 

Schell Consulting 
Athens, Georgia 
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Provision of consultation to educational and health care organizations.   See Consultations for 
extensive listing of activities. 
 
1991-1994 GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

University of Georgia 
Athens, Georgia 

 
Funded for two years by the graduate school, during which assignments focused on designing 
and implementing research related to clinical reasoning in health care.  Also provided editorial 
assistance to the Adult Education Quarterly.  Funded one year by the Qualitative Research 
Interest Group out of the College of Education.  Primary activities included coordination of 
activities for the annual conference on qualitative research.  Editorial assistant for proceedings of 
1993, 1994 conferences.  Co-editor of 1992 proceedings. 
 
1990   DIRECTOR, AMBULATORY CARE 

Harmarville Rehabilitation Center 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 
Administration of three community-based outpatient centers, joint venture CORF and 
rehabilitation contract for services.  Provided direction to center managers, coordinated 
development and implementation of system wide procedures for managerial, clinical, and 
supportive staff.  Collaborated with medical management to facilitate patient care systems.  
Assisted in development of strategic and business plans, with related board presentations. 
 
 
1983 - 1990  DIRECTOR, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SERVICES 
              Harmarville Rehabilitation Center 
              Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 
Administration of large department, with multi-disciplinary staff, and multiple satellite and 
contractual services.  Responsible for direction of Occupational Therapy, Environmental Access 
and Occupational Therapy Equipment/Orthotic Services. Budget included over 40 FTE and over 
one million dollars in operational expenses.  Major accomplishments included development and 
implementation of productivity, quality assurance and personnel management systems within 
department.  Significantly increased recognition of these services within Harmarville and the 
professional community through extensive personal networking, professional presentations and 
publications.  Collaborated with program managers to develop and refine programs for a variety 
of disabled adults, with conditions including Spinal Cord Injury, Stroke, Head Injury, Industrial 
Injuries, Chronic Pain, Multiple Sclerosis and Arthritis.  Major contributor to a variety of 
Harmarville operational projects, including development of Medicare monitoring systems, 
functional outcome expectations, and development of staffing approaches responsive to 
fluctuating demands.  
 
 
l989   CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR 

University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 
Class instructor for Administration and Supervision: Occupational Therapy Lab, Fall 1989.  Guest 
lecturer, field consultant and administratively responsible for Level I and Level II fieldwork student 
program at Harmarville Rehabilitation Center l983-91. 
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1977-1983   MANAGER, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT 
              University of Missouri Hospital & Clinics 
              Columbia, Missouri 
Responsible for management of occupational therapy service provision to in and outpatients of a 
40-bed rehabilitation center, and 400 bed acute care hospital which comprise the University of 
Missouri Hospital and Clinics.  Accomplishments included development of hand rehabilitation 
program, expansion of all phases of the department.  Department productivity increased 60% in 
the first year.  Successfully managed coordination of CARF on-site accreditation visit to Rusk 
Rehabilitation Center, resulting in full three-year accreditation.  Held leadership position in a 
variety of committees, including program evaluation development, patient services committee, 
and management council.   
 
1977-1983    CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR,  
              Occupational Therapy Curriculum 
              University of Missouri Hospital & Clinics 
              Columbia, Missouri 
 
Taught graduate level course on occupational therapy organization and administration, 
coordinated clinical education program, lectured to a variety of physician and allied health 
students and professionals.  Responsible for coordination and continued development of 
Occupational Therapy Level I and II programs with the University of Missouri Clinics.  Routinely 
attended faculty meetings, assisted with student selection and curriculum review. 
     
1973-1977   STAFF THERAPIST 
              Tampa Veterans Administration Hospital 
              Tampa, Florida 
 
Provided occupational therapy services to a variety of adult populations, including psychiatric and 
physically disabled individuals.  Established clinical treatment program for neurological and 
medical/surgical populations.  Served as staff therapist to SCI program.  Active in Rehabilitation 
Medicine Committees, quality assurance, and in-service education program. 
 
DISSERTATION 
 
The Effects of Practice Context on Occupational Therapists Clinical Reasoning.  June, 1994. 
 
SCHOLARLY PROJECTS AND GRANTS  
 
1997 Brenau University Combined BS/MS Program Self-Study.   
 
1996 Brenau University Combined BS/MS Developing Program Plan 
 
1993 The Effects of Practice Context on Occupational Therapists Clinical Reasoning, American 

Occupational Therapy Foundation, Rockville, MD. 
 
1987    "Model of Human Occupation: Implications for Rehabilitation". Harmarville Foundation, 

Pittsburgh, PA.        
 
2001  Occupational Therapy Intervention Scale- Observation tool for characterizing 

occupational therapy services 
 
2003 Early Intervention: Coaching and Collaboration in the Natural Environment- Training grant 

through Babies Can’t Wait of Georgia. 
 
2004  Evidence Based Practice in Early Intervention.  Training grant through Babies Can’t Wait 

of Georgia. 
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2006 LEAP Grant: Personal Aspects of Clinical Reasoning International Perspectives, Brenau 

University 
 
 
JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS: PEER REVIEWED 
 
Randles, N.; Randolph, E.  Schell, B., Grant, S. (2004) The examination of the impact of 

Occupational Therapy on the health and valued activities of adults with osteoporosis.  
OT and PT in Geriatrics.22 (2) 36-56 

 
Crenshaw, W.;Gillian, M.L.;Kidd, N.; Olivo, J.;Schell, B.A.B (2001).  Assisted living residents’ 

perspectives of their occupational performance concerns.  Activities, Adaptation & 
Aging,  26(1), 41-55. 

 
Schell, B. & Slater, D. (1998).  Management competencies required of administrative and clinical 

practitioners in the new millenium.  American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 52, 744-
750. 

 
Schell. B, & Cervero, R. (1993).  Clinical reasoning in occupational therapy: An integrative review 

of the literature. American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 47, 605-610. 
 
Schell, B. (1992).  Setting realistic goals. Occupational Therapy in Practice, 3(3), 11-20.   
 
Schell, B. & Kieshauer, M.L., (l987).  Beyond the job description: Managing for performance.  

American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 4l, 305-309.               
 
UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS 
 
Schell, B. A., & Cervero, R.   The effects of practice context on occupational therapists' clinical 

reasoning.    
 
  
BOOKS & BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Schell, B.A. &  Schell, J.W. (Eds) (2008) Clinical and Professional Reasoning in Occupational 
Therapy. Philadelphia,PA: Walters Kluwer/Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. 
Chapters in this book 

• Preface- Barbara & John Schell 
• Professional Reasoning as the Basis of Practice  -B.A.B  Schell & J.W. Schell 
• Embodiment: Reasoning with the Whole Body  B.A.B  Schell & D. Harris 
• Interactive and Conditional Reasoning: A Process of Synthesis- B.A.B  Schell 
• Teaching for Expert Practice- J.W. Schell & B.A.B  Schell   
• Communities of Practice- A Curricular Model that Promotes Professional Reasoning- 

J.W. Schell & B.A.B  Schell   
• Theory and Practice: New Directions for Research in Professional Reasoning - B.A.B  

Schell, C.A. Unsworth & J.W. Schell 
• Bibliography of Clinical and Professional Reasoning-B.A.B Schell & B. Hooper 

 
Crepeau, E.B., Cohn, E.S., & Schell, B.A.B (Eds.) (in press)  Willard & Spackman’s Occupational 
Therapy,11th Ed. Philadelphia,PA: Walters Kluwer/Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins  
Chapters in this book  

• Contemporary Occupational Therapy Practice in the United States: Elizabeth Crepeau, 
Ellen Cohn, Barbara Schell 

• Professional and Clinical Reasoning: Barbara Schell 
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• Analyzing Occupation and Activity: A Way of Thinking about Occupational Performance: 
Barbara Schell, Ann Fisher, Elizabeth Crepeau  

• Theory and Practice in Occupational Therapy: Barbara Schell and Elizabeth Crepeau  
• Overview of Personal Factors Affecting Performance: Barbara Schell, Ellen Cohn, 

Elizabeth Crepeau   
 
 Crepeau, E.B., Cohn, E.S., & Schell, B.A.B (Eds.) (2003)  Willard & Spackman’s Occupational 
Therapy,10th Ed. Philadelphia,PA: Walters Kluwer/Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins  
Chapters in this book  

• Occupational Therapy Practice, Section 1: Occupational Therapy Practice Today:  
Crepeau Cohn & Schell 

• Clinical Reasoning: The Basis of Practice by Schell 
• Professional Development by Schell, Crepeau & Cohn 
• Theory and Practice in Occupational Therapy by Crepeau & Schell 
• Overview of Evaluation by Cohn, Schell & Neistadt 
• Overview of Intervention, Section 1: Occupational Therapy Intervention by Schell, 

Crepeau &  Cohn  
 
Co-author of  “Ergotherapie Reflexion,Analyses, , edited by Maria Feiler a German language 
publication, January 2003 

• Development of Clinical Reasoning by Schell 
 
Schell, B. A. (1998).  Clinical reasoning.  In M.E. Neistadt and E. B. Crepeau (Eds.) Willard and 

Spackman’s occupational therapy (9th ed.).  Philadelphia, PA: J. B. Lippincott. 
 
Benson, J., & Schell, B. A. (1997).  Overview of measurement theory-applications to the practice 

of occupational and physical therapy.  In J. VanDeusen, & D. Brunt (Eds.) Assessment 
in Occupational and Physical Therapy. 

 
Schell, B. A. B, & Schell, J. W. (1996).  Personnel management. In Bair, J. & Gray, M., (Eds.)  

The Occupational Therapy Manager (3nd Ed.). Rockville, MD:American Occupational 
Therapy Association. 

 
Schell, B. (1992). Forward. In M. Daniel & L.R. Strickland (Eds.) Occupational Therapy Protocol 

Management in Adult Physical Dysfunction p. xiii.  Gaithersburg, MD: Aspen. 
 
Schell, B. (1992).  Staff justification through productivity management. In C. Gwin (Ed.) A 

Productivity Systems Guide for Occupational Therapy Personnel (2nd Ed.). Rockville, 
MD: American Occupational Therapy Association. 

 
Schell, B., (1992).  Personnel management. In Bair, J. & Gray, M., (Eds.)  The Occupational 

Therapy Manager (2nd Ed.). Rockville, MD:American Occupational Therapy Association. 
 
Wright, M. &  Schell, B., (l991).  Health policy and its impact on performance. In Baum, C. & 

Christiansen, C. (Eds.) Occupational Therapy: Overcoming Human Performance 
Deficits. Thorofare, NJ:Slack. 

 
Schell, B., (1985).  Personnel management. In Bair, J. & Gray, M., (Eds.)  The Occupational 

Therapy Manager. Rockville, MD:American Occupational Therapy Association. 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Schell, B.A.B (Oct  6., 2003).  Clinical reasoning and occupation-based practice: Changing habits.  

Continuing Education Article for Occupational Therapy Practice. 
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Gibson, N., Preissle, J., Schell, B. A. (Eds. ).  (1992).  Subjectivity: Perceptions and biases; 

Proceedings from the 1992 Annual Conference on Qualitative Research in Education. 
[On-line serial].  Available FTP or Gopher:  Hostname:  moe.coe.uga.edu  Directory 
QUIG92   

 
Schell, B., Rask, S.J. & Cohn, M. (1991, Sept.) Staff rewards.  AOTA Administration Management 

Special Interest Section Newsletter. 
 
Schell, B. (1991, June). A farewell from the chair: the wind beneath our wings. AOTA 

Administration Management Special Interest Section Newsletter. 
 
Schell, B., (l989, May) Vital connections.  Penn Point. Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy 

Association. 
 
Schell, B., (l989). Nationally speaking: occupational therapy management: accepting the 

challenge.  American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 43, 2l5-2l7. 
 
Schell, B. (l988, Sept.). From the chair: head in the clouds, feet on the ground. AOTA 

Administration Management Special Interest Section Newsletter. 
 
Schell, B., (1988, May). To the point (editorial). Penn Point. Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy 

Association. 
                        
Schell, B., (l987, June). Managing meetings for participation. AOTA Administration Management 

Special Interest Section Newsletter.    
 
AOTA (l985).  Guide to classification of occupational therapy personnel. American Journal of 

Occupational Therapy, 39, 803-8l0.  Authored for AOTA by Schell, B., et.al. 
  
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Brenau University 
 
Thesis supervision (OT611 Research Seminar & OT 700 Thesis)  
 
1998-1999 Occupational  Therapist’s and Their Patient’s Perspectives of Occupation 

Centered Treatment, by  Hashem, Henry, Lobel & Williams 
  

 The Use of the Canadian Occupational Performance Measure in Collaborative 
Goal Setting by Alexander, Bentz & Broach 

 
1999-2000 Assisted Living Residents’ Perspectives of Their Occupational Performance 

Concerns by  Crenshaw, Gillian, Kidd & Olivo   
 
Perceived Occupational Performance Concerns in a Battered Women’s Shelter 
by Black, Knight, Waldon & Webb 
 

2000-2001 An Examination of Occupation-Based vs. Non-Occupation-Based Interventions in 
Hand Therapy by Maddox, McDonald, Quinn & Walker 

  
 A Description of the Nature of Occupational Therapy Interventions for Patients 
with Hemiparesis by Cotton, Jameson, Tise & Verwers  
 

2001-2002 Occupational Therapy Interventions and Functional Outcomes in Stroke 
Rehabilitation   by Pearson, C., Pickard, T., Sermersheim, H.  & Simpson, M.   
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The Influence of Payment on Effectiveness of Biomechanical vs. Occupation-
Enhanced Intervention for Adults with Upper Extremity Injuries s by Kamber, J., 
Roebuck, C. &  Wilson, C. 
 

2002-2003 The Relationship between Typically Developing Preschoolers’s In-Hand 
Manipulation Skills and Play by Crump, B.’ Gilbert, A., Smith, K. 

 
  The Examination of the Impact of Occupational Therapy on the Health and 

Valued Activities of Adults with Osteoporosis. 
 
Undergraduate Research 
2005 HN 400H & 401H  Senior Honor’s Thesis:  The Intersection of Religion and Occupational   
 Therapy by Catherine Nettles. 
 
 
“Foundations of Practice.”, OT 301.  Undergraduate course for occupational therapy students. 
Fall, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001,2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007.  Related labs 
taught 1996, 1997, 2000, 2001,2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 
 
 
“Clinical Reasoning”, OT 600.  Graduate course, Spring, 2002, 2004,   
 
“Supervision and Service Management,” OT 470, Undergraduate course for occupational therapy 
students, Spring, 1998, 1999, 2000,2003, 2004, 2005,  
 
Administrative Issues in Healthcare, OT 660 Graduate course for OT students.  Spring, 2005, 
2006. 
 
”Adult Development”, PY 206.  Undergraduate course.  Spring, 1997 
 
“Clinical Reasoning”, OT 312. Undergraduate course for occupational therapy students, Spring, 
1997, 1998, 2006 
 
“Clinical Reasoning”, OT 411. Undergraduate course for occupational therapy students, Fall, 
2005, 2007 
 
Freshman Seminar, AS 100, Undergraduate course for first year college students, Fall, 2006, 
2007 
 
Careers in the Helping Professions, HS 102, Undergradaute course for students interested in 
health careers. Spring, 2005, 2007. 
 
University of Birmingham-Alabama 
 
"Introduction to Research", OT 380.  Undergraduate course for occupational therapy students.  
Spring, 1995. 
 
"Data Management", OT 656.  Graduate course for Professional Master's students in 
Occupational Therapy.  Co-taught with L. Thibodaux.  Summer, 1995. 
 
"Occupational Performance", OT 630.  Graduate course for Post-Professional Master's students 
in Occupational Therapy. Winter, 1995.   
 
"Assessment Process in Occupational Therapy", OT 570.  Graduate course for Professional 
Master's Students.   Co-taught with L. Thibodaux.  Fall, 1994. 
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"Consultation Skills in Occupational Therapy",  OT 540, Graduate Seminar for Post-Professional 
Masters students in Occupational Therapy. Summer, 1992. 
 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
"Administration & Supervision-Occupational Therapy Lab", HRP 121, Occupational Therapy 
undergraduates, Fall, 1989. 
 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
 
"Organization & Administration in Occupational Therapy", K 400, Seminar for Professional 
Master's students.   1981, 1982, 1983. 
 
Multiple guest lectures provided to occupational therapy and other health care students at both 
University of Missouri and University of Pittsburgh. 
 
ACADEMIC COMMITTEES/SERVICE 
 
Brenau University 
Promotions Committee- member 2005-06, chair 2006-07 
President’s Streamlining Committee- 2006-2007 
Grants Committee, 2004-present 
Institutional Assessment 2005-present 
Search Committee Chair, Occupational Therapy, 2006 
Search Committee, Brenau President, 2004-2005 
Academic Council, 1999-2005 
Ad hoc Committee in Interdisciplinary Majors, 2002, Chair 
Master’s in Organizational Development Planning Committee, 2001-2002 
Brenau Annual Fund, Chair, 1999, 2000 
Center for Teaching Excellence Advisory Committee, 2000-2002 
SACS Subcommittee on Institutional Effectiveness, Co-chair 1999-2001 
Academic Advisory, 1995-1999 
Graduate Council, 1995-2005 
Academic Affairs, 1995-1999 
Ad hoc committee for cross-curricular oral and written competencies, Chair, 1998-1999 
Search committee, Health & Science Dean, 1998-1999 & 2001-2002 
Search committee, Psychology, 2003 
Member, ADA Advisory Committee, 1999 
Admissions, 1995-1996 
Occupational Therapy Self-Study, Chair, 1995-1997, Member 2002-2003 
Institutional Review Board Ad Hoc Committee, 1996-97 
 
University of Birmingham-Alabama 
Occupational Therapy Admissions , 1994-95 
Occupational Therapy Research Interest Group, 1994-95 
Occupational Therapy-Physical Therapy ad hoc Doctoral Program Planning Committee, 1994-95 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
2005 Winston-Salem State University- Faculty curriculum review related to teaching and 

learning 
 
2003 New York University: Faculty curriculum review related to teaching and learning. 
 
1999 University of New Hampshire: Faculty development workshop entitled: “Situated 

Cognition: Creating Communities of Learning,”   
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1999      University of Eastern Carolina:  Faculty development workshop entitled: “Clinical 

Reasoning as Situated Cognition: Implications for Curriculum.” 
 
1999 University of Florida: Faculty development workshop entitled: “Situated Cognition: 

Creating Communities of Learning”, with Schell, J. 
 
1998 University of Southern Maine: Student workshop on clinical reasoning. Faculty retreat on 

situated cognition and clinical reasoning, with Schell, J. 
 
1998 University of Alabama-Birmingham.  Faculty development workshop entitled: 

“Semesters: Survival or Thrival? “,  with Schell, J. 
 
1997 University of Kansas Medical Center Occupational Therapy Educational Program.  

Faculty development workshop entitled “Ecology of Human Performance and Situated 
Cognition Theory”, with Schell, J. 

 
1994-95 Brenau University, Gainesville, GA.  Occupational therapy program development 

consultant. 
 
1994 Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.. Developed occupational therapy curriculum for 

proposal to start a professional master's program. 
 
1993 American Occupational Therapy Association, Rockville, MD.  Author monograph "Career 

exploration and development: A companion guide to the occupational therapy roles 
document." 

 
1993   Occupational therapy consultant to The Rehabilitation Institute of  Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center, Gainesville, Ga.  Evaluate occupational therapy program. 
 
1991 Occupational therapy consultant to DCH Regional Medical Center, Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama.  Redevelopment of department documentation strategies for increased 
efficiency, and staff development for improved clinical reasoning as reflected in 
documentation. 

 
1990 Occupational therapy consultant to The Rehabilitation Institute of  Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center, Gainesville, Ga.  Develop occupational therapy component of "Ready to 
Work" industrial injury services,  provide staff training, and assist program director in the 
development and documentation of policies. 

 
1990 Occupational therapy consultant to Rehabilitation Dept., Athens Regional Medical 

Center to upgrade quality assurance activities and provide management expertise to 
occupational therapy services.  Athens, Ga. 

 
1989 Occupational therapy consultant to Nurses, Inc. for development of application 

procedures for on-call occupational therapy staff. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
 
1989 Consultant to Tri-State Area School Study Council. Provision two leadership sessions on 

issues affecting occupational therapy management. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
 
1989 American Occupational Therapy Association, consultant on Directions for the Future 

project. 
 
1989- Faculty for American Occupational Therapy Association continuing education seminar 

entitled 
1993  "Marketing and Managing in an Environment of Change". 
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1987      Content consultant to AREN teleconference "Rehabilitation and Health Care:  In 

transition to the 90's". Telecast, May, l987.   
 
1987   Occupational Therapy Consultant, Southern Hills Rehabilitation Center, Bluefield, W. Va. 
                          
1986    Content consultant to AREN teleconference "Geriatric Medicine: Major Concerns and          

Approaches". Telecast, January, 1986.     
 
1983    Programming/Marketing Consultant, American Rehabilitation Education Network, 

Pittsburgh, 
1990 PA. 
 
1982  Program Evaluation Consultation; Irene Walter Johnson Rehabilitation Center; 

Washington        University, St. Louis, MO. 
 
1979   Occupational Therapy Management & Rehabilitation Consultation; St. Francis Medical 

Center; Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
                       
1979- Occupational Therapy Management Consultation; Columbia House Health Care; 

Extended Care 
1980 Facility; Columbia, Missouri. 
 
INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS: PEER REVIEWED 

 
2002  Occupational Therapy Intervention Scale, part of a panel by Hooper, Farber & Schell on 

Emerging Concepts in Clinical Reasoning: Implications for Teaching and Research, 
World Federation of Occupational Therapy, Stockholm, Sweden, June, 2002 

 
NATIONAL PRESENTATIONS: PEER REVIEWED 
Leadership Development Institute (co-presentor with G. Stoffel & N. Blair),  American 

Occupational Therapy Association, April 26, 2006 
 
“Researching Professional Reasoning in Practice: Assumptions and Methods”, Panel presentation by Schell, 
Hooper and Farber, AOTA Annual Conference, Miami, May, 2002. 
 
“Communities of Learning in OT Education”, co-authored with John Schell and Robin Underwood, 
paper at AOTA Annual Conference, April, 2000 
 
“Beyond productivity:  The manager’s role in shaping practice.  SIS Practice Conference, 
November, 1998. 
 
“Situated Learning and OT Education:  Learning and Teaching in Authentic Environments. 
American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, April, 1997. Presentation co-
authored with Schell, J. 
 
"The effects of practice context on occupational therapists' clinical reasoning".  American 
Occupational Therapy Association Research Forum, April, 1995. 
 
"The effects of practice context on clinical reasoning".  American Educational Research 
Association, April, 1995, poster-session co-authored by Cervero, R. 
 
"Occupational therapy roles document:  Tool for career planning."  American Occupational 
Therapy Association, July, 1994, co-presented with Crist, P. & Port, A.. 
 
"Uniform terminology-third edition:  Considering contextual factors."   American Occupational 
Therapy Association, July, 1994, co-presented with Dunn, W., Thomson, L. K. & Foto, M. 



 Barbara A. Boyt Schell 
  11 
 
 
"Professional practice in the real world: The effects of practice context on clinical reasoning."  
American Association for Adult and Continuing Education Conference.  Adult Education 
Conference, November, 1994. 
 
"Clinical reasoning in occupational therapy: An integrative review of the literature".  American 
Educational Research Association, April, 1993. 
 
"Developing clinical reasoning in experienced practitioners". Roundtable, American Occupational 
Therapy Association, June, 1993. 
 
"How to give a better presentation". Co-presenter J. Schell. Pre-conference institute, American 
Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, June, 1993. 
 
"Ten year's experience or the same year ten times?  Developing expertise."  American 
Association of Adult and Continuing Education Conference, Nov., 1992. 
 
"Consultation and monitored care: Viable rehabilitation service options", Workshop, American 
Occupational Therapy Association, March, 1992. 
 
"Mission possible: Managing staff turnover", Technical Session for AOTA Annual Conference, 
New Orleans, La., April, 1990. Co-presentation with Dolhi, C. 
 
"Beyond the job description: Managing for performance".  Technical session; AOTA National 
Conference; 1986.  Co-presentation with Kieshauer, M.L. 
 
NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS: INVITED 
 
Visiting scholar, LaTrobe University, Melbourne, Australia, May-June, 2006. Three presentations 
to LaTrobe faculty, students and fieldwork supervisors 

• Context-based teaching and learning with Dr. John Schell 
• Whole body practice/embodiment 
• Supervision & management 

 
AOTA Leadership Development Institute, April, 2006, with Nancy Blair & Virginia Stoffel  
 
“Occupation as Therapy:  Professional Reasoning Challenges for Practitioners and Managers.”  
Distinquished Speaker, January, 2003, AOTA.   
 
“Occupation as the Core of Practice and Education”.  AOTF sponsored Institute at AOTA National 
Conference, Philadelphia, PA, April, 2001 
  
“Imagination or Headache: The Occupational Therapy Challenge”.  AOTA Special Interests 
Sections Luncheon Speaker, April, 2000 
  
Clinical Reasoning Research Roundtable, AOTA, Spring, 2000 
 
Clinical Reasoning:  Putting the Art and Science of Practice Together, co-presented with M. Feiler 
and M. Fleming at the Ergotherapie Conference Occupational Therapy in Motion: Incentives and 
Visions for the Next Millennium in  Vienna, Austria, Nov. 1999 
 
Brenau Combined BS/MS Program.  AOTA Professional Program Directors Meeting, November, 
1998. 
 
"Practice Exchange: Is There Such a Thing as Clinical Reasoning?", panel member,  American 
Occupational Therapy Association, March, 1992. 
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Moderator (with M.J. Youngstrom)  "Practice Exchange", American Occupational Therapy 
Association Annual Conference, Cincinnati, Ohio, June, 1991 
 
Moderator "Aids and Work", American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June, 1991 
 
"Should O.T.'s Exorcise Exercise?" Practice Symposium, AOTA Annual Conference, New 
Orleans, La., April, 1990. 
 
"Is There a Doctor in the House: Who Cares?".  AOTA Practice Symposium; AOTA Annual 
Conference; Phoenix, Arizona; April, l988. 
 
Program moderator, "OT Plus".  Presentation to AMSIS; Phoenix, Arizona; April, l988. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:REGIONAL/LOCAL  (Last 20 years) 
 
Fostering Clinical & Professional Reasoning Skills: An Ecological Approach for New England 
Occupational Therapy Education Council, Danvers, MA, June,  2007 
 
Ethics, Oct, 2007, Northeast GA. Medical Center 
 
Community Collaboration Workshop 2006:  Intermediate & Advanced CI’s, Atlanta, June 23, 2006 
 
Community Collaboration Workshop 2005:  Facilitating Successful Fieldwork Experiences 
 Athens, June, 2005 
 
Ethics Presentation, Athens Regional Medical Center, November 11, 2005 
 
Dean’s Seminar, SHS: Embodiment & clinical reasoning:  Therapist’s sensory processing and its 
influence on occupational therapy intervention, Oct 19, 2005 
 
Sharon Sanderson Lecture: Embodied Reasoning:  Exploring the Nonverbal Aspects of Practice, 
University of OK Tulsa, OK, April, 2005 
 
Workshop:  Thinking about Thinking:  Professional Reasoning in Communities of Practice, 
University of OK, Tulsa, OK, April 2005. 
 
Occupation as Therapy:  Professional Reasoning Challenges for Practitioners and Managers, 
Distinquished Speaker, AOTA National Office, January, 2003  
 
Occupation-Based Intervention in Medical Environments, Northeast GA Medical Center, Keynote 
for Occupational Therapy Month, April, 2003 
 
“Sorting The Baby From the Bathwater: Occupation-based Practice in the Real World”, Workshop 
for the Alabama Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, October, 2001 
  
“Teaching and Learning Clinical Reasoning:  The Fieldwork Challenge”, Workshop for 
W.Michigan Occupational Therapy Fieldwork Educators. October 2000 
 
“Connecting the Dots”, Keynote for “NOTEPAD Conference, Faculty Development Workshop, 
Baypath College, Long Meadow, MA.,  May 2000 
 
“Focus on Occupation”.  Keynote, Georgia O.T. Association, May 1999 
 
“Teaching clinical reasoning”.  Atlanta district, Georgia O.T. Association, Oct 1998. 
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“Developing and assessing clinical reasoning skills. “  Workshop for University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill Occupational Therapy clinical faculty development initiative.  May, 1998. 
 
“An overview of assessment tools”.  Panel coordinator and speaker, Georgia Occupational 
Therapy Association Annual Conference, May, 1998. 
 
“Situated cognition theory as a basis for curriculum”.  Situated cognition doctoral course, 
University of GA; February 1998. 
 
“The occupational therapy correlation with the ICIDH”.  Grand rounds, Marcus Center, Atlanta, 
GA; March, 1998 
 
“Membership, licensure, and certification:  Partners in professionalism.”  Panel coordinator and 
speaker, Georgia Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, May, 1997. 
 
“Situated learning and O.T. education:  Learning and teaching in authentic environments.”  Co-
presented with Dr. John Schell.  AOTA’s 1997  Annual Conference and Exposition, May, 1997. 
 
“Clinical reasoning:  Putting practice in context.”  Clinical educator’s conference, University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  November, 1997 
 
"Putting Practice in Context: Patterns for Renewal for the 21 Century ".  Keynote address. 
Washington Occupational Therapy Association, Olympia, WA; October, 1995. 
 
"Classroom to clinic: Developing students into practitioners", workshop at University of Alabama, 
Birmingham, March, 1995. 
 
"Strategies for Successful Consultation in Health Care", workshop at University of Alabama, 
Birmingham, June, 1995. 
 
"Putting Practice in Context: Patterns for Self-Renewal ".  Keynote address.  Pennsylvania 
Occupational Therapy Association, Monroeville, PA; October, 1994. 
 
Invited speaker,  "Healthcare Snapshots: Focusing Occupational Therapy, Workshop sponsored 
by Rush University, Chicago, IL,  May, 1994 
 
"Captivating Your Audience".  Workshop presented with J. Schell for Professional Enhancement 
Programs.  Kansas City and Topeka, August, 1993. 
 
"Techniques in Adult Education".  Presented twice for University of Georgia Cooperative 
Extension Service Conference, June, 1993. 
 
"Improving Practice Through Clinical Reasoning". Keynote address, Alabama Occupational 
Therapy Association 8th Annual Spring Conference, March, 1993. 
 
"OTR/COTA: Partners in Professional Growth." Instructor for seminar, Lourdes College, Ohio, 
March, 1993. 
 
"Strategies in Successful Consultation", workshop taught with L. Thibodaux at University of 
Alabama, Birmingham, July, 1992. 
 
Panel presentation "Medical and Vocational Evaluations: What are they?", Georgia Association of 
Rehabilitation Facilities Winter Workshop, Atlanta, January, 1992. 
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"Occupational Therapy: Thriving in the Nineties", Georgia Occupational Therapy Association 
Spring Conference, Gainesville, Georgia, April, 1991. 
 
"Occupational Therapy in Rehabilitation: Thriving in the Nineties", Institute for Texas 
Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, Galveston, Texas, October, 1990. 
 
"Managing in an Environment of Change", AOTA Workshop co-instructed with various faculty. 
Taught multiple times over last several years. 
 
"Mission Possible: Managing Job Satisfaction", Technical Session, POTA Annual Conference, 
October, 1989.  Co-presentation with Dolhi, C. 
 
"Occupational Therapy and Medicare Part B Regulations", Speaker at seminars for providers of 
care and case reviewers, sponsored by Blue Cross of Western Pennsylvania. 
 
"Occupational Therapy: Job or Career", Graduation Dinner Speech, Community College of 
Allegheny County, Boyce Campus; Occupational Therapy Assistant Program; May l9, l989. 
 
"Model of Human Occupation: Implications for Rehabilitation".  Technical session, POTA Annual 
Conference, October, l988.  Co-presentation with Wood, W. 

 
"Increasing Sensitivity to Disability".  Seminar multiple times to groups foster care families  and 
senior companion volunteers 1987-1988. 
 
HONORS   
 
Professional  
 
Georgia Occupational Therapy Association Certificate of Achievement, 2002 
 
American Occupational Therapy Association Service Award, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1998 
 
Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy Association OTR Award of Recognition, 1990 
 
Fellow, American Occupational Therapy Association. 1989 
 
Leadership Award, University of Missouri Hospital and Clinics, 1983 
 
University of Missouri Student Occupational Therapy Association Service Award, 1982 
 
Educational 
 
Kappa Delta Pi, Education Honorary, University of Georgia, 1991 
 
Beta Gamma Sigma, Business Honorary, University South Florida, 1977   
 
Phi Kappa Phi, Academic Honorary, University South Florida, 1977, Charter Member Brenau 
University Chapter, 2007. 
 
Eta Rho Pi, Occupational Therapy Honorary, University of Florida, 1971 
 
Mortarboard, Academic Honorary, University of Florida, 1970 
 
Alpha Lambda Delta, University of Florida, 1969 
 
PROFESSIONAL/SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
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American Occupational Therapy Association 
 
2007  Chair Elect, Commission on Continuing Competency and Professional 

Development 
 
2003  Reviewer, AOTA Conference Proposals 
 
2002-present Member, Tools Subcommittee of the Continuing Competency Task Force 
 
1998-1999 Editorial Board, Innovations in Occupational Therapy Education 
 
1993-1997 Editorial Board, American Journal of Occupational Therapy 
1999-2002 
2006-present 
 
1995-1998 Editorial Board, AOTA Practice Journal 
 
1995-1998 AOTA Executive Board 
 
1995-1998 Chair, Special Interest Sections Steering Committee 
 
1994-1995 Chair-Elect, Special Interest Sections Steering Committee 
1991-1993 Special Interest Sections Representative Member, OT Roles Task Force, and 

primary author, OT Roles: A companion guide. 
 
1991-1993 Member, Uniform Terminology/ICIDH Task Force of the Commission on 

Practice. 
Co-author, Uniform Terminology III. 
 

l988-1991 Member Special Interest Sections Steering Committee. Elected SIS Liaison to 
Commission on Practice, 1989. 

  
1984-1991    Administration/Management Special Interest Section Standing Committee.  

Chair, 1989-91.  
 
1988-1989   Member Study of Fieldwork Education Committee, sub-committee of Directions 

for the Future. 
 
1987-1989    Member of coordinating committee for PEP grant,” A Collaborative Study of the 

Utilization of OT by CVA patients". 
 
1986  Task Group Member Professional & Technical Role Analysis Project. 
 
1985  Member, Ad hoc Committee for Development of Certification Examination 

Outline. 
 
1983-1984 Co-Chair Administration/Management Special Interest Section Formation 

Committee.                           
1984  Commission on Practice - Chair, Local Task Force authoring AOTA publication 

"Guide to Classification of Occupational Therapy Personnel." 
 
1979-1983 Missouri State Representative to AOTA Representative Assembly.  Task group 

leader and assistant task group leader during annual meetings.  Member Agenda 
Committee, 1983. 
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1983  Member AOTA Long-Range Planning Committee. 
 
1982-1987 Accreditation Committee On-Site Evaluator Pool. 
 
1979  Clinical Educator Representative to the Commission on Education. 
 
1972  Student Speaker, AOTA Conference. 
 
Georgia Occupational Therapy Association 
 
2003-2004 Chair, Commission on Education 
 
2000-present Co-Chair, Ethics Committee  
 
2000-present Member, Conference Program Committee 
 
1995  Member, Vendor Sub-Committee, 1996 Annual Conference 
 
1995  Coordinator, "Lessons Learned", management program, GOTA Conference 
 
1994-1995 Chair, Recognitions Committee 
 
1990-ongoing Member, serving Manpower committee. 
 
Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy Association 
 
1986-1989    Vice President.  Responsible for development and maintenance of POTA Long 

Range Plan.  
 
1986-1989    Chair Awards Committee. 
 
1983-1990 Member District II Occupational Therapy Administrator's Committee.  Past Co-

Chair Western Pennsylvania Reimbursement Task Force. 
 
Missouri Occupational Therapy Association 
 
1981-1983 Program Coordinator, MOTA Spring Conferences, 1981, 1982, 1983. 
 
1977-1983 MOTA Executive Board Member. 
 
1977-1979 Chair Licensure Committee. 
 
Florida Occupational Therapy Association 
 
1977-1979 Parliamentarian 
                             
1975  Member PSRO Committee. 
 
1974  Member Bylaws Committee. 
 
1973-1974 Chair, Job Information Committee. 
 
Other Associations and Activities 
 
2001-present Member Long Range Planning Committee & 
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 Member, Sunday Services Committee, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Athens 

 
1999-2007Editorial Board, Occupational Therapy in Health Care 
 
1999-2001 Personnel Committee Chair, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Athens 
 
1995-present Member, ARK Benefit Golf Tournament Committee 
 
1996-1997 Member, Chestatee Rehabilitation Ethics Review Committee 
 
1992-1994 Surveyor, Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities 
 
1992-1995 Member, American Adult and Continuing Education Association. 
 
1993-2001 Member, American Educational Research Association. 
 
1989-1992 Member, Gerontological Society of America. 
  
l988-1989 Member, American Society of Aging. 
 
1982-1983 Member, Committee on Disabled Persons, University of Missouri-Columbia. 
 
1982-1983 Member, Advisory Committee, Columbia Area Career Center Vocational 

Evaluation Laboratory. 
 
1982  Secretary/Treasurer, Management Council, University of Missouri Hospital & 

Clinics. 
 
1979-1983 Member, Independent Living Advisory Committee for Computer Training 

Program for the Disabled, University of Missouri-Columbia.  Chair, 1980. 
 
1979-1983 Member, Muscular Dystrophy Association, Executive Committee, Columbia, 

Missouri. 
 
1979-1987  Member, Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine. 
 
1972-Current Member, World Federation of Occupational Therapists. 
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